into battle
battalions to the British Army. No fewer than two have already
been completed. Here are at least 30 divisions which must now
be taken into consideration upon the French front, besides the 12
that were captured when Austria was engulfed. Many people,
no doubt, honestly believe that they are only giving away the
interests of Czechoslovakia, whereas I fear we shall find that we
have deeply compromised, and perhaps fatally endangered, the
safety and even the independence of Great Britain and France.
This is not merely a question of giving up the German colonies, as
I am sure we shall be asked to do. Nor is it a question only of
losing influence in Europe. It goes far deeper than that. You
have to consider the character of the Nazi movement and the rule
which it implies. The Prime Minister desires to see cordial relations
between this country and Germany. There is no difficulty at all
in having cordial relations between the peoples. Our hearts go
out to them. But they have no power. But never will you have
friendship with the present German Government. You must have
diplomatic and correct relations, but there can never be friendship
between the British democracy and the Nazi power, that power
which spurns Christian ethics, which cheers its onward course by a
barbarous paganism, which vaunts the spirit of aggression and
conquest, which derives strength and perverted pleasure from
persecution, and uses, as we have seen, with pitiless brutality the
threat of murderous force. That power cannot ever be the trusted
friend of the British democracy.
What I find unendurable is the sense of our country falling
into the power, into the orbit and influence of Nazi Germany, and
of our existence becoming dependent upon their good will or
pleasure. It is to prevent that that I have tried my best to urge
the maintenance of every bulwark of defence—first, the timely
creation of an Air Force superior to anything within striking
distance of our shores; secondly, the gathering together of the
collective strength of many nations; and thirdly, the making of
alliances and military conventions, all within the Covenant, in
order to gather together forces at any rate to restrain the onward
movement of this power. It has all been in vain. Every position
has been successively undermined and abandoned on specious
and plausible excuses.
We do not want to be led upon the high road to becoming a
satellite of the German Nazi system of European domination. In
a very few years, perhaps in a very few months, we shall be con-
fronted with demands with which we shall no doubt be invited to
cpmply. Those demands may affect the surrender of territory
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